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it is in general much superior to that of their landlords.
Below these are the common yeomanry, on whom those
above-mentioned look down, as of a rank much inferior to
themselves ; though if there is any distinction between them,
it must have been the luxury of the times, and the accumula-
tion of farms, that have given them this superiority. The
common yeomen appear in the honest homely garb of their
profession, such as their forefathers wore, and mostly content
themselves with the hiring of a single farm, and the addition
of their own little estate ; for they are in general possessed
of some. Their manners and behaviour correspond with their
dress ; they are just and civil in their dealings and behaviour,
and enjoy the domestic happiness of their own homes. . . .
From these yeomen last mentioned come the labourers with
which this county is supplied ; the eldest son succeeds to his
father's homestal, and the others, in general, seek their liveli-
hood by service in the neighbourhood, either in husbandry,
or in the woods ; and each son succeeding on his father's
decease to a division of his freehold, by the custom of gavel
kind, which everywhere prevails, every man becomes a free-
holder, and has some part of his own to live upon " *.
Not only was the status of the yeoman ambiguous but income of
his income conformed to no fixed standards. We have seenthe y*man-
that one class of Kentish yeomen rented holdings of four
hundred to twelve hundred pounds a year in addition to
' good estates' of their own. It was of this class that the
' old proverb ' ran: " A yeoman of Kent with one year's rent
could buy out the gentleman of Wales and knight of Sscales *
and a lord of the North Country—his estate was so much
better " s. Chamberlayne observed that " forty or fifty
pounds a year apiece is very ordinary ; one hundred and two
hundred a year in some counties is not rare " 4. The ' states-
men ' of Cumberland occupied small properties worth as
little as five to fifty pounds a year 5. However, in general,
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